Frisco FFA Show lamb Information

Specie Sponsor: Ms. Ballard, Liberty HS Ag
 469-633-5800 ex 25896
ballardk@friscoisd.org
“Livestock showing teaches responsibility, builds character, encourages good sportsmanship, nurtures a love for animals, and offers the exhibitor opportunity to meet people from all walks of life”
Purchasing and Other Costs:
1. The Agriculture Science teachers shall be responsible for the purchase of show lambs and have final approval of all livestock before they can be brought to the FISD Project Center.  All animals must be kept at the Project Center (per the Revised Frisco FFA Handbook, 2009).

a. Show lambs will be purchased in June or July prior to the start of the school year from a reputable breeder.
b. If you wish to go outside of the specie sponsor to purchase your lamb, you must advise the sponsor of all updates concerning the purchase of that animal and contact information of the breeder.

i. Furthermore, the animal is not to leave the breeding site until the specie sponsor has reviewed the health status and quality of the animal.
2. Cost of show lambs vary depending on quality and breeder.  While you can have an affect on diet or exercise, genetics cannot be altered.  You will get what you pay for.  Be prepared to spend $250 and up for the initial purchase of your show lamb.

3. Additional costs will incur throughout the show season in the form of feed, additives, validations, medications, supplies, and entry fees for shows. 
Attendance at Major Shows will be the discretion of the specie sponsor. Entry fees for these are due in the fall semester, but the shows take place in the spring.

Below is a breakdown of supplies and costs if available:
   a. Validation tags
(one for each animal)


≤ $10


Due date is August 28, 2010

Money will be collected from students and purchase made by the specie sponsor

   b.  Medication

i. Wormer (should be done once a month)
$30/bottle (several doses)

ii. Probias (for bloat-as needed basis)

$10/tube (several doses)

iii. Antiseptics (as needed basis)


$3-$5

   c.  Supplies

iv. Halter and lead (rope halters are best)
~$3-$10

v. Muzzle





~$3-$5
vi. Feed container that attaches to pen

vii. Storage container for feed 

(A 50 gallon trash can works great and I suggest purchasing something that can be locked)

viii. 3-5 gallon water bucket

ix. Heat lamp and bulbs

x. Bedding for pen (at the barn and shows when allowed)
xi. Lamb sock*




 
xii. Lamb canvas blanket*
xiii. Wool cord (brush for legs)* (can also be found at PetsMart, etc.)
xiv. Plastic brush for washing*
xv. Shampoo (can use specialty shampoo, but Dawn works great!)*
*Can be purchased online at Sullivan’s Show Supply at www.sullivansupply.com
e.
Entry Fees
xvi. Jack Pot Shows 



              ≥ $20/ animal (varies)

We usually attend 3-4 during the fall semester

xvii. Collin County Junior Livestock Show

              $20/animal

January 5-9, 2008 Meyers Park Event Center
xviii. Ft. Worth Junior Livestock Show & Rodeo

xix. San Antonio Junior Livestock Show & Rodeo

xx. Houston Junior Livestock Show & Exposition

    $27/animal

      f.   Hotel Rooms at Major Shows
xx.
It is the responsibility of the student to pay for hotel stays during major stock shows.

xxi. Hotel reservations will generally be made by specie sponsor so that all students stay together while traveling.

xxii. If families wish to make their own room reservations for the major stock shows, please make them as early as possible so that you will be able to select the hotel of your choice.  
1. A list of possible hotels for major stock shows has been attached to the back of this information packet. You may make reservations at any hotel that you would like, but you should make reservations as soon as possible.  

**Other parent responsibilities found further in this information packet

Feeding:
1. The advisor will put your child’s animal on a specific ration for their animal.  This ration will be feed twice daily (at least) at the same time every day.  This will include feed and any additives that that lamb needs. (Additives are completely optional and will be discussed with the student and parent before the lamb is placed on such a ration).

a. Daily rations and feed types should NOT be changed unless discussed with the specie sponsor.  Lambs are very sensitive to feed and certain processes must be followed before changing feed type or increasing amount of feed, they cannot be switched “cold turkey”.

2. Each student is responsible for feeding and general care of his/her project. Students MUST NOT feed animals that do not belong to them unless prior arrangements have been made with the owner or Ag Teacher. 

3. Fresh water is essential to the health and growth of your show lamb!  Water buckets should be cleaned and refilled at EACH feeding.

4. Each student is responsible for keeping his/her pen and the surrounding area clean. Pens must be cleaned on a daily basis. If pens are not cleaned to the satisfaction of the Ag Teachers, you can be issued a violation. 

Exercise and Handling:

1. The sole purpose of a show lamb’s existence is to be sold for quality meat in a consumer market, therefore your goal as an exhibitor is to get your lamb to the highest quality possible.  This comes in the form of exercise...show lambs are athletes, not pets!  

a. Exercise routines can range anywhere from brisk walks, runs, hurdles, etc.  You want to work them as much as possible, without over doing it.  Exercise in the early morning or evening; avoid the heat.  

2. Handling your lamb as much as possible will result in easier handling in the show ring.  Get them used to a halter by tying them up for short periods at a time.  Once they are used to a halter, trying walking with them….don’t force it!  A little patience goes a long way.  Once walking on a halter is accomplished you can move on to bracing and walking without a halter.

Parent Responsibilities:

Parental involvement is the key to success for our program
Section A:  Since the “show” experience is an important element of a student’s training, we want as many students and parents to be involved as possible.  However, due to the number of students and animals that participate in the major livestock shows, we need the support of all parents/guardians to do the following:

1. Provide or find transportation for their child to and from the Project Center if the child is not of driving age
2. Provide or find transportation for their child/children to and from the stock show.

a. We will travel together as much as possible, but school trucks only hold 6 people (including the Ag Teacher), so in certain cases other arrangements may need to be made.

b. Students of driving age may need to have a signed waiver by their parent before transporting themselves to the show

3. Make hotel arrangements for their children for major shows if needed.
4. Secure another parent/guardian to be responsible for their child/children, if the parent is unable to attend.

Section B: If necessary, the Ag teachers will help parents with these concerns.  We understand the need for flexibility when planning the timing for departing for stock shows, and we will work with you as much as possible.

Section C: The students will follow school/district rules and policies during these trips.  The Ag teachers will be responsible for students’ compliance with the rules/policies while attending the stock show.

